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Abstract: 
A major shared preoccupation of many of the freed African slaves and perhaps, those of their 
former owners in the nineteenth century was the phenomenon of return to the land of their 
ancestors. This represented a significant episode in black cultural memory and the trans-
Atlantic enterprise that facilitated the meeting points of enslaved Africans and their former 
homeland. ‘Return’ as one of the legacies of slavery is deeply interwoven and discursively 
constructed into the ‘Back to Africa’ narrative.  
This work speaks to the moments in the history of the black Atlantic when formerly enslaved 
Africans began to emerge on the African continent as important mobilizing and penetrating 
forces in the African landscape. This work is a layered reconstruction of the intermingling of 
the returnees and the indigenous people and the relationship that coalesced around a 
negotiated relationship and inheritance. It is suggested here that the return of former slaves 
to Africa had great implications for society that became interspersed with multiple cultural 
entanglements, identity, and geographical familial bonds. Despite the development of certain 
frictions, and sometimes fatal intolerance, the returnees and some of their offspring began to 
represent stability and continuity, bringing the old and the new together in very dynamic and 
increasingly significant ways. 
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