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Abstract:
In the scholarship on colonization, Christianization, and the Black Atlantic experience, some
much needed attention has been given to experiences of formerly enslaved Africans who
returned to Africa beginning in the late eighteenth century. Within this discourse however, the
contributions of African Americans, including those who went as missionaries, loom large, with
very little attention given to the other former slaves who were also involved in the return to
Africa. In this paper I will seek to interrogate the stories of these other former slaves,
specifically the Afro-Jamaican missionaries to Africa in the 19th century. My examination with
engage the following questions: What were the factors in Jamaica that shaped their lives,
identity, faith, and gave rise to their missionary fervor? What were the different avenues that
were available for conducting mission work? What were their interactions with and perceptions
of European missionaries and indigenous people and how were these shaped by their Jamaican
socialization processes? How did these Afro-Jamaican missionaries navigate discrimination
and other forms of oppression? What were the experiences of female Afro-Jamaica
missionaries? In what ways did they conform to the prescribed social norms of the time? In
what ways were they revolutionary or countercultural? Extricating these stories from the
shadows enables us to recover some of the additional linkages that shape the Black Atlantic
experience, give voice to the witness of these ancestors, and elucidate the ramifications of this
legacy for the Jamaican church – both on the island and in the diaspora.
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